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Threshing Floor-Wednesday June 25, 2008 

THE SPIRIT OF OFFENSE 
Teaching Notes by Randy Maugans 

Offense-1 a obsolete   : an act of stumbling  b archaic   : a cause or 
occasion of sin  : STUMBLING BLOCK 
2 : something that outrages the moral or physical senses 

3 a : the act of attacking  : ASSAULT  b : the means or method of attacking or of 

attempting to score  c : the offensive team or members of a team playing offensive 

positions  d : scoring ability 

4 a : the act of displeasing or affronting  b : the state of being insulted or morally 

outraged  *takes offense at the slightest criticism* 

5 a : a breach of a moral or social code  : SIN, MISDEED  b : an infraction of law;  

especially   : MISDEMEANOR 

  –of£fense£less \-l*s\  adjective   

synonyms OFFENSE, RESENTMENT, UMBRAGE, PIQUE, DUDGEON, HUFF mean an 

emotional response to or an emotional state resulting from a slight or indignity. 

OFFENSE implies hurt displeasure  (Merriam-Webster’s 11
th

 Collegiate Dictionary) 

 

In the Strongs Hebrew and Greek dictionary and Thayer’s Greek Definitions, the word 

“offense” is translated:  

“A scandal, a trap stick, that is, snare (figuratively cause of displeasure or sin): - occasion 

to fall (of stumbling), stumbling-block, any impediment placed in the way and causing 

one to stumble or fall, (a stumbling block, occasion of stumbling), i.e. a rock which is a 

cause of stumbling." 

 
The Gospel Is An Offense: 
Romans 9:33 As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: 

and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 

 

I. Offenses In the Body-Personal Offense 
 
Matthew 18:7 ¶ Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must needs be that 

offences come; but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh! 

 Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them off, and cast them from thee: it 

is better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, rather than having two hands or two 

feet to be cast into everlasting fire. 
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9 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: it is better for thee to 

enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire. 

 10 Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in 

heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven. 

 

II. Offense Is a Spirit! 
 

Ephesians 6: 12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 

against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 

wickedness in high places. {flesh...: Gr. blood and flesh} {spiritual...: or, wicked spirits} 

{high: or, heavenl 

 

Galatians 6:1 ¶ Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore 

such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. {if: 

or, although} 

 2 Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 

 3 For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself. 

 4 But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself 

alone, and not in another. 

 5 For every man shall bear his own burden. 

 6 Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good 

things. 

 7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 

reap. 

 8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth 

to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. 

 9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. 

 10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them 

who are of the household of faith. 

 

III. Offense Is A Spiritual Contagion! 
 

1Corinthians 11: 17 ¶ Now in this that I declare unto you I praise you not, that ye come 

together not for the better, but for the worse. 

 18 For first of all, when ye come together in the church, I hear that there be divisions 

among you; and I partly believe it. 

 

Matthew 5:29 And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it 

is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole 

body should be cast into hell. {offend...: or, do cause thee to offend} 
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 30 And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable 

for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be 

cast into hell. 

 

IV. The Protocol For Dealing With Offense In the Body 
 
Romans 16;17 ¶ Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and 

offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. 

18 For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by 

good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. 

19 For your obedience is come abroad unto all men. I am glad therefore on your behalf: 

but yet I would have you wise unto that which is good, and simple concerning evil. 

{simple: or, harmless} 

20 And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen 

 

Matthew 18:15 ¶ Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him 

his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy 

brother. 

16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth 

of two or three witnesses every word may be established. 

17 And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear 

the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. 

18 Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: 

and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

19 Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing 

that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. 

20 For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of 

them. 

 21 ¶ Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, 

and I forgive him? till seven times? 

22 Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times 

seven. 

 

Judging 
 

Matthew 7: 1 ¶ Judge not, that ye be not judged. 

 2 For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye 

mete, it shall be measured to you again. 

 3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the 

beam that is in thine own eye? 
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 4 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, 

behold, a beam is in thine own eye? 

 5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see 

clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye. 

 6 Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, 

lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you. 

 

John 7: 24 Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.  

 

Evil Speaking 
 

James 3:1 ¶ My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the 

greater condemnation. {condemnation: or, judgment} 

 2 For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect 

man, and able also to bridle the whole body. 

 3 Behold, we put bits in the horses' mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn about 

their whole body. 

 4 Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are driven of fierce winds, 

yet are they turned about with a very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth. 

 5 Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great 

a matter a little fire kindleth! {a matter: or, wood} 

 6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, 

that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on 

fire of hell. {course: Gr. wheel} 

 7 For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is 

tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind: {kind: Gr. nature} {mankind: Gr. nature of 

man} 

 8 But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. 

 9 Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are 

made after the similitude of God. 

 10 Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things 

ought not so to be. 

 11 Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter? {place: or, 

hole} 

 12 Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can no 

fountain both yield salt water and fresh. 

 13 ¶ Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a 

good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom. 

 14 But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against 

the truth. 

 15 This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. {sensual: 

or, natural} 
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 16 For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work. {confusion: 

Gr. tumult, or, unquietness} 

 17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to 

be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 

{partiality: or, wrangling} 

 18 And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace. 

(KJV) 

. 

James 4:1 ¶ From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, 

even of your lusts that war in your members? {fightings: or, brawlings} {lusts: or, 

pleasures} 

 2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, 

yet ye have not, because ye ask not. 

 3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your 

lusts. {lusts: or, pleasures} 

 4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity 

with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 

 5  Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to 

envy? {to envy: or, enviously?} 

 6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth 

grace unto the humble. 

 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

 8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and 

purify your hearts, ye double minded. 

 9 Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your 

joy to heaviness. 

 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. 

 11 ¶ Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and 

judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the 

law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge. 

 12 There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: who art thou that judgest 

another? 

 13 Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue 

there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: 

 14 Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a 

vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. {It...: or, For it is} 

 15 For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that. 

 16 But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil. 

 17 Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin. 

(KJV) 

 

 
Authority Over Offense 
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Ephesians 6: 10 ¶ Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his 

might. 11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the 

wiles of the devil. 
 
2Corinthians 10:3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 

 4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 

down of strong holds;) {through God: or, to God} 

 5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 

knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 

{imaginations: or, reasonings} 

 6 And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is 

fulfilled. 

 7 ¶ Do ye look on things after the outward appearance? If any man trust to himself that 

he is Christ's, let him of himself think this again, that, as he is Christ's, even so are we 

Christ's. 

 

1John 2:8 Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him and 

in you: because the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth. 

 9 He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now. 

 10 He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of 

stumbling in him. {occasion...: Gr. scandal} 

 11 But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth 

not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes. 

 

Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 

goodness, faith,  23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 

 24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 

{affections: or, passions} 

 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

 26 Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. 

 

Matthew 5:43 ¶ Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, 

and hate thine enemy. 

 44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them 

that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 

 45 That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun 

to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 

 46 For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans 

the same? 

 47 And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the 

publicans so? 

 48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 


